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South Pacific Coast No. 6, taken at San Jose, Calif., soon after the 

narrow gauge line from Alameda to Santa Cruz was broad gauged 

in 1906. The Southern Pacific has applied for abandonment of part 
of this line between Los Gatos and Olympia (See story). 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


We have on several occasions heard voiced statements by per- 
sons who are not members of the Northern California Railroad Club 
to the effect that the club was too choosey. Now we're not here 
to say that we don’t. care who comes in, but we wish to defend 
ourselves against any misunderstanding. 

The Northern California Railroad Club is organized under a 
constitution that very definitely puts forth that we are an organi- 
zation of railfans and our membership is open to all. Nowhere in 
our constitution is there any limit upon the number that may be 
admitted or any qualifications as to age, either as to youth or 
otherwise. Our record in the past speaks for itself. We are the oldest 
railfan organization; are the ‘largest in membership and are the 
most active in the northern part of the state. During the past 
year we sponsored the only successful steam andjor electric train 
excursion as well as the only street car excursion in our area. In 
the whole five years of our existence, we can recall only one instance 
‘where an application was turned down by the membership. The club 
has always been ready and willing to consider any straightforward 
candidate for membership, though the final decision as always rests 
with the vote of the members. 

As time goes on we will continue to grow, ond at the last meet- 
ing the membership indicated that it was willing to take on-the re- 
sponsibility of that expansion. From here on in the club will be head- 
ing out of the yard limits and will really start rolling. You haven’t 
seen anything yet! 


“OUT OF THE EDITOR’S LETTERS 

“In November, 1938, I made a sort of rush trip to the Pacific 
Coast and return and on the way back I ‘made the side trip to 
Boulder Dam and Boulder City, Nev. While on the bus between the 
dam and Boulder City, we passed an old engine, if I remember right- 
ly, it was an old consolidation. She was setting on an old spur about 
a mile from the city. I never did find out who it belonged to or what 
number it was or the builder or the date built. The UP has a branch 
running from Boulder Jct. to the dam site but this spur didn’t seem 
‘to connect with that line at any point along its length. I thought 
‘since you were connected with the Northern California Railroad 
Club that you may know something about it. If By K.. do know any- 
thing about it will you please let me know?”—E. Theleen. 
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Mt. Tamalpais and | 
Muir Woods Railroad 


By WALT SIEVERS 


The Mount Tamalpais and Muir 
Woods Railroad was the greatest 
asset Marin county ever possess- 
ed. Known as the crookedest rail- 
road in the world and advertised 
in every travel guide dealing with 
the Pacific coast, it drew travelers 
from every country on the earth 
to Mill Valley who wanted to 
take a ride over its lines, and a 
visiting comedian once got a great 
laugh out of his audience when 
he told them that the mountain 
railroad and local politics were 
the two crookedest things on 
earth. Chartered as the Mill Val- 
ley and Mount Tamalpais Scenic 
Railway in 1896, it was opened 
for traffic in the same year be- 
tween Mill Valley and the sum- 
mit of Mount Tamalpais. The idea 
for this railroad originated with 
Mr, Louis L. Janes, who became 
the railway’s first secretary. He 
broached his plan to Mr. Sidney 
B. Cushing, president of the San 
Rafael Gas and Electric Co., who 
immediately got behind it and af- 
terward became the first presi- 
dent of the new railway. 

Mr. S. B. Cushing was. the son 
of a prominent physician of San 
Francisco, Dr. J. J. Cushing, who, 
in 1873, had acquired a tract of 
land in Corte Madera Canyon. He 
named this place Blithedale and 
erected a sanitarium on it for his 


sick and convalescent patients. , 


The doctor died and the sani- 





tarium faded out of the picture.. 
His widow with the help of his 
son transformed the property into 
a fashionable and exclusive sum- 
mer resort, A hotel, cotages and 
other attractions were construct- 
ed. No doubt, Mr. Cushing thought 
that construction of this railroad 
would also bring increased busi- 
ness to his resort. 


Together with Mr: Janes, de- 
pending solely on their eyesight 
and using an ordinary level, they 
ran a preliminary survey for the 
railroad, and in 6 weeks they had’ 
the route laid out. So good was 
their work that afterward the 
locating engineer, Mr. G. M. Dodge 
found very little to change; in 
fact, when he re-surveyed the 
route it did not depart from the 
original survey by more than 30 
feet. The big problem was the 
steep grade above Mesa. This was 
worked out by putting in what 
became famous as the double 
bow-knot. 

Actual construction began on 
February 5, 1896. The contract for 
building the road had been let to 
the California Construction Co. 
Right of way for the road lay al- 
most entirely through property 
of subscribers to the capital stock. 
At this time plans were also made 


_for a branch road to Bolinas 


which was to become a pleasure 
resort, This plan was eventually 
abandoned for lack of money. 
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About 200 workmen were 
‘housed in tents near the NPC de- 
pot and work was progressing 
rapidly. By the end of February 
one ‘mile of roadbed was ready 
for rails. But, an injunction of 
some property owners halted the 
work for a short time, after which 
it was resumed with an increased 
force of men working days, and 
at night by flares and brush fires. 
On March 4, 1896, the first loco- 
motive for the road, a Shay, built 
by Iima (No. 498) arrived in Mill 
Valley and the first train of con- 
struction cars rumbled over the 
new road bed. A second engine, 
designed by M. E. Heisler, was be- 
ing constructed by the’ Stearns 
Manufacturing Co. at Erie, Pa. 

But some trouble was brewing. 
During the “unusually” cold and 
wet spring the laborers froze and 
shivered in their tents and, be- 
sides, they claimed that it took 
‘a cast iron stomach to digest 
‘the food. They were paid $1.75 
for the 12-hour day, and charged 
‘$5.75 per week for board, So they 
‘went out on strike, which was 
settled not by raising the wages, 
but by the promise of better eats. 
The laborers went back to work, 
but now the teamsters struck. 
They complained that they had 
been ordered to carry their lun- 
ches in tin pails which they had 
to buy at the company store. This 
strike, too, was quickly settled, 
the tin dinner pails were abolish- 
ed and the hot noon-day meal re- 
established. 

On August 18, 1896, the super- 
intendent of construction, L. R. 
Graves, drove the last-spike on 
the Mill Valley and Mount Tam- 





alpais Scenic Railway. The later 
name Mount Tamalpais and Muir 
Woods Railroad was adopted af- 


ter a re-organization in 1913. A 
few days later, on the 21st, the 
first passenger train made its run 
to the top of the mountain load- 
ed with residents of Mill Valley 
who were treated to a scenic ride 
by the directors, and on the 26th 
about 75 gentlemen of the press 
of the Bay region were given 
the same treat. On the day fol- 
lowing this last excursion the 
road was thrown open to the pub- 
lic, with a roundtrip fare of $1.40. 

The total cost of the railroad 
including equipment up to now 
had been $147,000. The Muir 
Woods branch was not put in un- 
til 1907. Before that time Muir 
Woods was known as Redwood 
Canyon and a remote retreat. The 
only access to this region was 
over a narrow dirt road just wide 
enough for a coach drawn by 
four horses. A character called 
“Big Jim” drove this coach down 
that winding trail into the canyon 
at a terrifying pace. If his pass- 
engers got to hollering too much 
about his reckless driving, he 
would turn around and_ scold 
them: “Say—listen—if there are 
three wheels on the road on these 
turns—this coach will keep on go- 
ing right side up—and on these 
here hairpins—if there are two 
wheels on the road—and you 
folks lean towards the bank—and 
we get ’round the bend quick 
enough—the coach will still keep 
on going right side up.” 

During 1905, the water com- 
pany tried to get control of this 
entire tract of land comprising 
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Redwood Canyon. The canyon 
was to be stripped and dammed 
for a lake. A magnificent. park 
would have been lost to the pub- 
lic if this scheme had gone 
through, but the public rose in 
protest. Mr. William Kent of Kent- 
field stepped in and bought the 
entire canyon for around $60,000. 
His action was prompted by the 
desire to preserve this region as 
a recreational area. In order to 
frustrate condemnation proceed- 
ings of the water company, Mr. 
Kent offered this tract—on advice 
of Clifford Pinchot, head of the 
United States Forest Service at 
that time—to the national govern- 
ment as a park.’Congress approv- 
ed, and on January 9, 1908, Presi- 
dent Theodore Roosevelt created 
by proclamation the Muir Woods 
National Monument. A_ branch 
railroad from the Bowknot to 
Muir Woods was put in operation 
to make this section accessible. 

The railroad was_ standard 
gauge; its main line from Mill 
Valley to the summit was 8.19 
miles long and the Muir Woods 
branch 2.88 miles. On the main- 
line were 281 curves; if they had 
been continuous, they would have 
made 42 complete circles. The 
longest stretch of straight track 
‘was 413 feet. There is an ascent 
of 2,500 feet from Mill Valley to 
the summit which was negotiated 
in one hour running time up a 
steady incline with an average 
grade of 5 per cent and a maxi- 
mum grade of 7 per cent. The 
sharpest curve was one of 9 de- 
grees on a 70-foot radius. Going 
up to the summit the train trav- 
led tail first, that is on the up- 
grade the cars were pushed ahead 





of the engine to provide smoke- 
less comfort and an unobstructed 
view of the grand panorama. 

Halfway up the mountain, at a 
place called Mesa, was the world- 
famous double bow-knot. The 
railroad right-of-way is now a 
fire road, and looking down from 
the summit of the mountain the 
double bow-knot can still be seen. 
The track paralleled itself here 
five times within 2,000 feet, thus 
accomplishing a 100 foot rise. 

A gravity car ran to Muir 
Woods. When first put in service, 
it started from the double bow- 
knot and passengers descending 
from the mountain changed cars 
here. Later they started at the top 
of Mount Tamalpais and, daily, 
coasted down the entire descent 
to, Muir Woods. Each gravity car 
accomodated 20 passengers, and 
were in charge of competent op- 
erators. It was a thrilling ride 
down the world’s crookedest rail- 
road. Being equipped with a dou- 
ble system of hand brakes, these 
cars were perfectly safe and their 
average speed was from 10 to 12 
miles per hour. It was hauled back 
by an engine to Mill Valley. All 
in all a ride over the entire line 
of this railroad was termed the 
“biggest little journey in the 
world” and capacity crowds were 
handled daily during the Panama 
Pacific Exposition in 1915. 

Leaving the station at Mill Val- 
ley the train would first pass 
the shops of the railroad before 
entering Corte Madera Canyon. It 
wound its way along the creek 
up- this canyon through redwood 
groves to its upper end where 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Yakima Valley Transportation 


Numbers .~ Gen. Type Roof -. Seating Arrang 


1,233 City pass. Deck Longit. 20 
City pass. Deck Longit. 24 
City pass. Deck Transv. 28, Lo 
City pass. Deck Longit 34 
City pass. Longit 34 
City pass. Longit 34 
City pass. ; Transv. 28, Lor 
Interurban pass. Steam Coach Transv. 30, Lo 
Convert. sightseeing Deck Transv. 52 
Interurban pass. Arch Transv. 30, Lon 
Pass. trailers (about 8) Arch None. Stand. ca 
Freight motor ‘Steeple’ Cab 
Freight motor ‘Steeple’ Cab 
Baggage car Steam Coach 
Baggage car Arch 
Tower car Center Cab 


(1)—The figure appearing at right in seating arrangement is total seating 

(2)—No. 6, as originally received by the YVT had transverse rattan s 
rangement as shown in roster. Former seats were scrapped; those no 
than original ones, making narrow aisle, but greater comfort for se 

(3)—Same remarks apply as for No. 6 except -not rebuilt second time; st 
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MILEAGE DATA—YAKIMA VALLEY TRANSPORTATION CO. 


First Second All 
Main, Main Other 


Track Track Track 
Yakima Ave. (6th st. to 6th ave.) 91 68 
(Used jointly by all lines) (a).15 
es Eighth st. 68 13 
(a) E. Yakima ave. (8th to 9th st.) i 
(a) Fairview é A5 
(a) Maple st. s 15, 
(a) North Fourth st. é —_— 
(a) Court House Loop J —_ 
Fruitvale f 12 
Selah ; .30 
(a) Summitview i 38 
(a) Twelfth ave. a — 
Second ave.-Pine st. (car barn leads) 3 14 
South Nob Hill .... i .08 
Wiley City F 60 
Henrybro ‘ 23 
Orchard : .30 












































cote 
coms 
Lhe 


Total mileage 
Less abandonments (indicated by (a) above) .... 





ge bs 
23 5 


Present total mileage 


S 
& 








Compiled by Bob Wilson 


Motors & Equip. Present’ Status 


Nos. 1& 2 scrapped 1922; No. 3 scrapped 1930 
Scrapped 1930 
hp Stand-by car (2) 
hp Stand-by car (3) 
Scrapped 1939 
Scrapped 1939 
. Active service 
Dead storage 
Scrapped 1930 
. Scrapped 1939 
Sold to logging railroad about 1920 
1910 . Active service 
1907 . Stand-by loco, 
1909 Stand-by maintenance 
1910 p . Maintenance car 
1918 Line maintenance 


type listed. 


ongtitudinal rattan seats for 34; in 1939 it was again rebuilt to present ar- 
removed from No. 200 and 201 before being scrapped, are somewhat wider 





tudinal seats. 





Mileage of Passenger Routes Including Duplicating Trackage with 
Other Lines (On last day of operation in case of abandoned lines) 
Signl. Co. 

Miles Circs. Tels. 

Fairview—original mileage 2.27 (a)2 (a)6 

Fairview—final operation 167 (a)1 (a)d 

Maple st. 1.59 

North Eighth st. 98 

North Fourth st. 1.82 

Fruitvale , 2.61 1 

Summitview 2.65 (a)2 

South Nob Hill 3.15 3 

Wiley City 9.93 wa | "6 

Henrybro o“ **6§ 

Selah 9.49 1 3 

*—1 abandoned. **Combined figure for Wiley City-Henrybro. 


EXPLANATIONS CONCERNING MILEAGE DATA AND ROSTER 

Every effort has been made to have the information herein set 
forth as accurate as possible. However, it should be understood that 
I have in no case had access to the official records of the company. 
All information given herein was obtained from public or trade 
journals, personal observations, measurements, and estimates, and 
recollection of statements made by my father, who, in his youth had 
been an engineer in charge of the designing and construction of 
electric railways, both interurban and local, principally in the state 
of Illinois. After coming west, he was-never connected with rail- 
way work, though he continued in engineering lines in a different 
field the rest of his life. 

Particular attention should be called to the fact that the horse-. 
power of motors given in the roster is an estimate on my part in 






































Ss | CVE mm ewer tw Oe I UE ea LT 





* 
¥ 


PAGE EIGHT THE WESTERN RAILROADER 


every case except that of Nos. 20, 21, and 22, whose horsepower 
was published in the newspapers at the time of delivery. Builders 
of certain of the cars also may possibly be in error, though correct 
to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

In explanation of the apparent discrepancy between the total 
mileage (48.28) shown in the table, and that mentioned (44.39) in 
the text of the article published last month, it should be pointed out 
that extensions and abandonments took place concurrently for many 
years, and to the best of my knowledge, the latter figure is the maxi- 
mum in operation at any one time. : 

Both the Western Railroader and myself will welcome and ap- 





preciate any corrections or additions to the information herein 
B WILSON 


published. 





Mt. Tamalpais and Muir Woods 


—Continued from Page 5 


the climb really began, passing 
Hotel Blithedale on the way. Af- 
ter a great many people bought 
property and erected homes in 
the upper reaches of the Corte 
Madera Canyon a kind of street 
railroad service was inaugurated 
by the company during the sum- 
mer months. The “Lee Street Lo- 
cal”, traveling about 2 miles into 
the upper end of Corte Madera 
or Blithdale Canyon, as it is more 
commonly called now, was oper- 
ated solely for the purpose of 
providing accomodation for the 
residents in that canyon so that 
they could do their_shopping in 
the village and to make connec- 
tion with the trains of the North- 
western Pacific. The trains con- 
sisted of the little saddle tank 
locomotive No. 6, only rod engine 
on the road, and one car, and was 
the joy of every child, with Joe 
Marshall as engineer and Court- 
ney as conductor. It was a glori- 
fied toy and tears. were shed when 
due to dwindling patronage, it 
became a luxury and the com- 
pany substituted a specially built 
gasoline contraption mounted on 





railroad wheels. But the gas bug- 
gy never took the place of the 
little pony engine either in pic- 
turesqueness or popularity. It had 
a nasty temper, especially on cold 
mornings, and soon lost the con- 
fidence of the commuters who 
preferred to walk rather than put 
up with its temperamental ser- 
vice. The little engine was sold; 
its actual wanderings are not all 
known to me. For several years 
it stood around in Monterey, and 
two years ago I saw it in the 
Atkinson-Kier yards in Oakland. 
The fare on the local was at 
first 5 cents, towards the end 10 
cents. 

The first engines were all wood 
burners, After the North Pacific 
Coast Railroad’ changed to the 
North Shore Railroad, its master 
mechanic, Mr. Thomas, went.over 
to the MT&MW as master mech- 
anic. One of his first acts was to 
change the locomotives into oil 
burners in order to cut down the 
high fuel costs and with that-the 
cost of operation. It is said that 
fuel costs fell to one-fourth of 
what they had been after oil was 
used. He also put superheaters on 
some, but this was not success- 
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ful. He had the piping in the| was the last engine to run, be- 
smokestack, and this accounts for} ng used to tear up the road. When 
the wide stacks on some engines, | the track removing was complete 
notably the two-spot. engineer Johnson, who 34 years 
During its existence the rail-|before piloted the first train up 
road had a total of 9 engines, but|to the top of the mountain, ran 
never that many at one time. The|the engine up an incline on to 
Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, and 8 were shays;/q flat car, whistled to call out 
Nos. 2 and 9 Heislers; and No. 6] a flag, whistled to call in the flag ~ 
a little 0-4-0-T built by Porter in| gave one long toot—and that was 
1906. The engines Nos. 3 and 5,|the end of the railroad. 
some say, were sent in 1918 to| The end was precipitated dur- 
a lumber company in the Siski-|ing 1929 when the fire burned 
yous; the No. 5 came back, and in| over the south side of the moun- 
1934 was sent to the Philippines|tain. Another factor was the in- 
to work on a new lumber road|creasing competition of the pri- 
there. The No, 3 ran away on a|vate automobile, able to go over 
9 per cent grade and never came|a toll road to the summit and to 
back to the home road. No. 7, built} Muir Woods. In any case it is 
by Lima 1908, was burned during | doubtful whether the road would 
the big fire of 1929. It stood on|have outlived the following de- 
a siding, and cab and footboards| pression. During the summer of 
and other woodwork furnished |1930 service was suspended, the 
fuel to the conflagration which | entire road and rolling stock sold 
burned over the side of the moun-|at auction for $10,000 or $15,000 


tain including a good deal of 
Mill Valley. After abandonment 
the engine was taken that way 
to Tiburon, was repaired during 
1934, received the cab of NWP 201 


to be junked, and a few months 
later passed out of existence. 





CORRECTION. 


Alameda Belt Line No. 1 is ex- 


and went to the Philippines. No.| AT&SF 2036 not 2031 as listed last 
8, built in 1912, was sold in 1931 
to the Shell Oil Company at Mar- 
tinez, but condemned by a gov- 
ernment inspector and brought 
back to Tiburon. Overhauled and 
with new flues it went to Bould- 
er Dam in 1932. No. 9, a Heisler 
built 1921, with 33” drivers, 13x 
12” cylinders and a boiler pres- 
sure of 180 Ibs.; was sold to the Complete Model Service 
Siskiyou Lumber Co. at Mt. He- HO, OO, and O Gauges 
bron, Calif., and is now Dolber PACIFIC MODEL CRAFTS 
& Carson No. 5. 


; Koeppe Bros. 
' The No. 4, a shay built by Lima | 436 11th st, Oakland TW 2788 
in 1903, was scrapped in 1931. It 











Oakland’s Pioneer Model Store 
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HOW’S THIS FOR A SHOT? 











Western Pacific No. 256, 2-8-8-2 with train No. 82 at Keddie, Calif. 
—Photo By Bob Wendt 





Our Boomer Railfans 


This column seemed to have been cut last issue down to one 
little item about member Bishop’s ride on the last steam commutation 
run out of Oakland, but that wasn’t the only thing that happened. 
Forgetting that though, the past month has been full of items of 
interest. For instance, “Wild” Bill Darrough took a trip to the 
wilds of Salt Lake City to take in the SP, WP and Utah electrics. Of 
interest to SP fans is the note that Bill dropped in on Lucin and 
has extras to trade of the MW engines, Other fans were content to 
remain closer to home. Bob Wendt is reported to have gone to 
Los Angeles over the holidays. Jack Gibson is taking up time at Los 
Gatos looking up relics of the old South Pacific Coast narrow gauge. 
He has found several rails, but no emgines yet! Modesto’s Al Rose 
took a trip to the Sierra short lines and covered the Sierra Relrops 
and YV, as well as the lumber lines. 


The Warren Millers have been confused by new acquaintances 
because of the similarity of their names. The East Bay Miller, War- 
ren Edward, has the nickname “Birney”, while the San Francisco 
Miller, Warren K., is known as “Kable”. Both are juice fans and the 
names seem quite ‘appropriate. Richard Bierman is commonly known 
as “Big Dick”, which isn’t quite railroad, but very appropriate. 


One. of our readers reports that the Clackamas Eastern RR is- 
sued no timetable and had only one train, triweekly. We figured 
that it went down one day and tried weakly to get back. 
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Special Meeting of NCRRC 


Special meeting of the Northern 
California ‘Railroad Club was held 
in the diner Pacocha on April 6 
on the call of President ‘Warren 
K. Miller. The meeting was call- 
ed jin view of the fact'that there 
was not enough ‘time between ‘the 
regular April meeting and the 
Hobby ‘Show ‘to ‘handle all de- 
tails. 

The membership voted to par- 
ticipate and the president was 
authorized to take whatever steps 
‘were necessary to put on a good 
showing. The show officials have 
given us a 10x20 space in which 
we will set our display which will 
feature a model ‘train ‘in opera- 
tion. Several surprise features 
‘will be offered. 

“Birney” ‘Miller withdrew his 
proposals to amend the constitu- 
tion in ‘favor of two amendments 
proposed by Clarence ‘Sweet and 
Bill Hoffman. One is an addition 
to ‘the constitution setting up the 
powers of the president and the 
other is a clarification of the /pro- 
cedure to be followed in admit- 
‘ting new members. The latter pro- 
posal calls for a questionnaire- 
application blank to be drawn up 
‘by the membership committee 
with the consent of the member- 
ship. These amendments will be 
-voted on at the reguar April meet- 
‘ing. 

The excursion director reported 





that he has received a proposal 
from the Western Pacific for a 
trip up to Bieber as a joint trip 
by all the railfan organizations in 
the area. 


THE SWITCH LIST 


Listings In ‘the Switch ‘List are 
free ‘to members of the Northern 
California Railroad Club and sub- 
scribers of the Western Railroader. 
Please state your listings clearly. 





W. E. MILLER, 306 Jerome ave., 
Piedmont, ‘Calif., ‘trades ‘transfers, 
wants picture of cable car line on 
top of Mt. Lowe. 

JOE ‘CHAPMAN, 2016 West St., 
Oakland, Calif., wants to trade 
electric negs. from Calif., Ore. 
and Wash. Will also trade prints 
and transfers. é 

‘BOB WENDT, 1238 Carlott 
ave., wants good negs. of Portland 
division SP engines. 

S. G. ‘EHRLICH, 1730 Broder- 
ick st., San Francisco, Caif., 
wishes to contact HO model fans 
in the vicinity interested in build- 
ing a.club layout. 

FRANCIS GUIDO, 502 N. Clare- 
mont st., San Mateo Calif., has 
prints of Hetch Hetchy No. 5 to 
sell at 25c each (Size 122). 

J. P. CARRICK, 515 Huntington 
ave., San Bruno, still looking for 
616 size negs. of Santa Maria Val. 
21 and Hammond Redwood 33. 





Next Meeting of the Northern California Railroad Club 
SATURDAY, APRIL 20, 1940 


Car “Pacocha”, Third and Townsend Streets, San Francisco 
Visitors on Invitation Only 
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This Western Railroad World 
SP to Abandon Part of Les Gates-Santa Cruz Line 


The Southern Pacific has ap- 
plied to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission for permission to 
abandon service and tracks of that 
part of the Santa Cruz-Los Gatos 
line between Los Gatos and Olym- 
pia, 15.2 miles. The track to be 
abandoned was once part of the 
narrow gauge South Pacific Coast 
running between Alameda and 
Santa Cruz. The line was leased 
and broad-gauged by the SP 
around 1900, and only recently 
did the Southern Pacific obtain 
direct title to the right of way. 
In recent times the trains to San- 
ta Cruz have been running out 
of San Francisco instead of fol- 
lowing the old route through 
Newark. 

The service to Santa Cruz has 
not been profitable according to 
the railroad company, but de- 
cision to seek abandonment was 
reached only after part of the 
line was washed out during the 
recent rain storm. The cost of 
putting the line in shape again is 





estimated at arourid $50,000. 

The application states that 
freight service to and from Santa 
Cruz will be handled by the Wat- 
sonville-Santa Cruz line while 
passengers will be carried by con- 
necting bus servive between San- 
ta Cruz and Los Gatos. The above 
conditions are in effect at the 
present time as the line is out of 
service between the gravel pits 
at Olympia and Los Gatos. 





NORTHERN NOTES 

Great Northern 2008 went 
through on the 14th enroute to 
Klamath Falls via SP. The two 
ex-SP&S mallets, GN 4000-4001 
are being used on the SP&S, but 
handling only GN trains. Evi- 
dently they have acquired track- 
age rights to run their own trains 
on the Bend branch. 

Southern Pacific 3901, 9307 and 
3908 are being sent up from the 
Western division so that all the 
AM-2’s are up in Oregon. SP 4402, 
4403 and 4406 are stuck up in 
Portland, no reasons known. 





The Long Beach local lines of the Pacific Electric 
saw their last day of street car operation on February 
23, and all the 100 class cars from Long Beach ex- 
cept two have been sent to San Bernardino and 
Riverside replacing the 150’s and 600’s. 

The PE Franklin-Western ave. in Santa Monica 
was turned into a bus operation on March 17. Last 
atront car ran on the 16th. 





FROM PORTLAND 


The Portland (Ore.) Traction Co. terminated street car service 


on their standard gauge Sellwood line and narrow gauge bridge 
transfer line during March. The Sellwood line was transferred to 
a motor coach operation on the 22nd and trolly coaches took over 
on the 24th. The ee transfer line was made into a — coach 
route on the 24th 











